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SAY. You TO THE RIGHTEOUS IT SHALL BE WELL 
WITH. HIM. | | ge” bs 


7 E are 3 alfeenbled in obedience to his Majeſty's proclama- 
MY tion, and I truſt from a deep ſenſe of it's ſtrict Propriety ; to 
implote the aid of Almighty God on ou, Councels, and bleffings on our 
Arms, in the diſaſtrous diviſion which yet prevails between the mother 
Country and it's Calonies. On a former ſimilar. occafion commendable 


Was the national contrition ſor that accumulated guilt, which had in- 


flicted - ſo alarming a puniſhment. Serious the repentance, and general 
the acknowledgement of i it's juſtice.” "Appearances were much in favour 


of the pious perfuaſion 'of an overuling Providence which influences and 
_ dinects the operations of 'minkind; And ſhame and ſorrow fat on the 


dejected countenances of all who then thronged our churches, for thoſe 
offences whieh had averted it's protection from this Empire; and ſeem- 
ed as aud: genera effufton of” uy Chilli heart, | | 
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It is to be hop aq theſe. pious . and Glutary ORR kg are not yet 


extinct amongſt us. And chat the recollection of this day, will add 


ſuch fuel to this holy flame, by the fervour of aur prayers, and the fin- 
cerity of our renewed repentance, that from veſſels fitted far beavenly 
indignation, we may be found qualified for mercy and forgiveneſs, duch 
is the object of this ſolemn F aſt. This is the humiliation to which we 


A2 are 


„ 
are directed. It is only the actual departure from en evil ways; the 


looſening the bands of wickedneſs, and cultivating charitable tem- 
per which can ſpeak peace to this Nation and our conſciences. 


It is the Preachers duty on ſuch occaſions as the preſent to avail 


cated on the mind; and of the tender ſenſibility of thoſe hearts and ears 
which juſtifiable alarms have quickened and made attentive. If ever 
therefore the ſound of ſaving Doctrines were favorably liſtened to, this 
thould be a kindly ſeaſon for edifying Inſtruction to take effect. 
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"And this I be you to the hat; Proplath words, and pa- 
tiently conſider their purport and application. His was a warning voice 
from Heaven, to a People ſinning under circumſtances very fimilar to 
ours; eſpecially i in national bleſſings and national ingratitude. And 
his wiſdom and divine. commiſſion, were amply. evidenced by his. pro- 

| phetick deſcription. of the particulars of our Saviours ſufferings and cha- 
racter, ſeven hundred years before his appearance in our nature; and of 
the captivity of his countrymen in Babylon, two hundred years previous 
to that Event. A more calamitous and diſmal ſcene can ſcarcely be 
deſcribed in words than is diſplayed in the paragraph from whence my 
Text iS taken. The condition of Judah and Jeruſalem was in truth 
that of the extremeſt difficulty. The commoneſt proviſion ſor the ſup- 
port of life was no more. The foundations of civil government ſub- 
verted; their bulwarks againſt foreign and domeſtick enemies were weak 
and uſeleſs; and the elegancies and conyeniencies of ſocial Life con- 
founded and laid waſte. This is a Tubj ect which merits our moſt atten- 
tive conſideration ; as well on account of the reaſon aſſigned for theſe 
afflictons, their doings were againſt the Lord.” as becauſe of the i in- 
tereſting declaration which accompanies it, ** that with the Righteous 
it ſhall be well.“ By the former particular we may learn how to avoid 
a large proportion of theſe enumerated calamities, from which as yet, 
thanks be to God, we are exempt. And from the latter, collect ſome 


fot comfortable 
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comfortable hopes of removing thoſe which actually oppreſs us; if we 


profit 'the leſſon it inculcates. For under All theſe miſerable ſuffer- 
inge, tho meſſenger. from God is. directed to acquaint the Jews,, that 
notwithſtanding ap earances at . preſent ; or at other times diſadvanta- 
geous to Indieidus or the Comminity, all ſhall not ſuffer alike; for 


as my Text has” 5 os ſay ye to tlie Rightdows- it ſhalt be well with 
him.” 


S002 ei r Nabend whinod of zenden Som © 
e026 Ii The: Nocrihe hafure us. ohh * 4 Bogens. Indeed the 
er af religious Principles: depends upon it. For without peru 
Bot of the influence of Virtue and Vice on particulat or general proſpe- 
rity and ad verſity, what motives ſſiall perſuada men to adhere to one; 
or diſtourage them from the allurements of the: other ?, It muſt ever 
bathe ſheet anchor off the Wretched under all, their heavieſt Sorrows. 
Tha it coſt them many ſtruggles to Heep it conſtant on their minds. 
VUndor the nationab Calamities referred to by the: Prophet, 
oeſſary to inculgate it with authority and energy, that the Righteous 
might not deſpond or degenerate ; ; by obſerving: that in / many inſtances 
| Virtue was no ſecurity in general Evils: Leſt they thould be tempted 


like holy; Job, to blaſphæme their, Makery without, the ſame 3 
vue! M nnen 0 nnen of, 0 Hare, e 
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5 "Tho lee fager ile W 5 1 3 this Gioful 
ET whighi appliesc as an admonition, as well as furniſhes ſome 
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gleam of hope ſeams peculiarly adapted to the preſent civil and religious 


conditipm of; this great: Empire. Without: we are perſuaded: that aur 
immoralities are: the cauſe: of oute preſent evils: that our negleck of 
religisus Duties has turned from this Nation the propitions eye of * 
ven: agdiconſigned us over; (till: Reformation works amongſt us) t 
temptation and diſtreſs: how: ſhall we: eſeape ſuch pollution: os F 
ther ſhall we: have: reqaurls. for: refuges; 1 e to. 
nf. 3 en bee TT 
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1. Who are the Righteous; | to ati it promiſes Sele. 
2. Refer that deſcription and declaration to bur general Character. 


Deduce from the words ſuch Doctrines as may perſuade us to 
coturn to our Duty; and regain the . which, we ; have ſued for. 


1. It is the more neceſſary to conſider carefully what is the 
proper deſcription of the Righteous, becauſe it is'ſo frequently miſtaken, 
The idea of right and wrong, or moral good and evil are indeed obvious 
to the human Mind; and their difference eaſily diſcovered, Thoſe of 
Senſe not more ſo. But in this mixed ſtate where no one is perfect- 
ly good or bad, the exact boundaries are difficult to fix; becauſe the 
enquiry intereſts! ober, to whoſe Hearts we muſt be ſtrangers ; and 
aurſelves, to whom we are naturally partial. In addition to this, Super- 
ſtition is no inconſiderable ſource of Error; as it often diſpaſes us to 


imagine that there is Piety and 3 in 1 b n _ 
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An EPS! then the e Käses Man is we! in bete breaſt 115 
3 good and pious, virtuous and pure affections rule. And whoſe 
practice is ſqared agreably to their dictates. The man who loves God 
with his entire Abilities of Soul and Body. Who fears him reverenti- 
ally: and on that principle efchewos Ex.! 'Whom.no Temptations of 
worldly Pleaſure, Profit, or Honour; no apprehenſion of wordly Loſs 


or Suffering ; - can perſuade deliberately or:wilfully to deſert his Duty. | 
Lo act againſt his Conſcience, or tranſgreſs the boundaries of Juſtice. 


Such muſt be the intelligible notion of human virtue. Not that roman- 
tick Character, painted by the ſtoical Philoſopher, the ſuppoſed origi- 
nal of which, has never in the whole courſe of his life either by igno- 
rance or ſurprize, been drawn into ſuch inconſiderate Actions; which 
on a review he could not vindicate. If this were the ſenſe of Riglite- 
ouſneſs applied to human frailty; who could pretend to it? * for — 
liveth not a juſt man who ſinneth not.“ But our God accepts us upon 
OTE: rg lower 
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lower terms; fach 3 as are rooted. in Sincerity 311A. predominant e 


to do his will; Prodpctive of the Fruits, of Piety, P enitence, and Charity 
in the whole 7 of out Lives. . Theſe are the Righteous with 
whom deit will be well! for they are the abjcets c of: heavenly protection, 


according to the Banter rule of procceding An the pa nd 


en eg steninde biz 3 enchibaoD dart © 


F —— 1 
11 8127 0 9 142 
1170 TINS | baus 23: E e iD 231911 70 24 9114 781 


3 „ e *Deleription 'is.ſa ſüßböten by our Natural I pe the Rs, 

: and of the Püpen frame : Goo nefs, (Mercy, and Equity, direct the 
operations, of -his Almighty y, po wer, 1108 dom, and knowledg . And the 
materials whe reof we : are : compound „ ue : periſhabſe 5 175 and Luþje&t 

o variety, of ES dneſs. d 

- * as the for , aRting v on "the dependancy o! f one, ſo, neceffarily 


| 112 4 
eak as the n, will never treat it. as bound to more Virtue' than 


k 1 


falls within its powers. ; uſt remember whereof we are formed; „and 
Alhes before Hir im. — It is _expreſly the lan- 
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that we are but Duſt a 
guage of the 'Seripti re. # . he Prophets with one 8 declare; that 
the uf pright an, tho”. not "wholly free "from mora fects, . pleaſeth 
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God. And they preach | the doctrine 0 repentance ; Promiſing 1 in God's 


name the "remiſſion of all their Sins; to ſuch as fincerely adopt it. 
As, e if ho wicked man forlake his ways, and the ae ee man 
and,. tq our God, 224 he will «bundandly "pardon,” X Apo few are ſuch. 
ſtrangers to the goſpel principles as not, tc NP 

ner Stone by which our better Covenant is bound together? Our Savi-- 
our conſtantly enforces it as the ground. of our acceptance. to the re- 
wards of Righteouſneſs. Not indeed that protracted Concern for Sin, 
which has of late too often been ineautioull diſplayed before. the eyes 
of deſperate Tranſgreſſors. The Cbild of preſent Sufferings; and re- 
fult of: impending Punifhment, But that deliberate ſenſe of Guilt, 
which produces actual Reformation; and perſeverance uninterrupted” 
in the ways of Virtue, | 
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v 


QA» 


It was neglect of intitling themſelves to ſo indul ent a ſyſtem of 
Aut; of complying” with terms fo ada pied to thefr reden vlfkyces, 
Thal weskened the Public eſfebfftrtert of the-Jewith Polity. * Give 
riſe to frequent Internal Comtigkons. j* foreign Yavaſions ; and” tedqus 
Captivities in Afyria? Zgypt, and Babylon. And after fabj jecking them 
ito che Raman Yoke; dt length deſtroyed them by the Reina oman Arms. 
An indifference to ſuch Conditions; and obſtinate perſeveranct in Inte 
quity; cloſed likewiſe the exiſtence of every State and Empire, from 
the Creatjo to the lateſt He eriod of recorded. Time. All Feceived war- 
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and religious Princi les 7 "The: ſp endid and treme ndous Ruins, of luxu-, 
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It has appeared from common principles of Reaſon, inforce, 
by divine Sanctions, and variety of melancholy inſtances ; that Righte- 
ouſneſs is the ornament and guardian, and Sin the reproach and ruin 


of any People. But tho' ſtrangers to neither Arguments, nor Facts; 


our general Conduct is, as if we had never heard the glad tidings of 
goſpel pardon, nor been apprized of thoſe repeated Judgments which 
have happened for our enſamples, ** on whom the end of things is come.“ 


Tt is apparent that the want of publick Virtue ; forgetfulneſs 
of God; Idleneſs; Diſſipation; and licentious Diſobedience to lawfy! 
Authority; miſcalled manly Liberty; were the effective cauſes ali 


_ Deſtruction to thoſe mighty States; whoſe proſtrate Grandour it would, 


be ſo advantageous for us on account of the Inſtruction they bold out 
to us, narrowly to look at and contemplate. For are we not at this 
period treading the ſame beaten road, in which they travelled; till they 


paſſed that wide gate which led them to Deſtruction, and 3 


ſhut upon them? It is to this fide of our preſent gloomy Proſpect, 


that we ſhould turn our ſorrowful and repentant looks. Our moſt 
important Intereſts would be wnaffailable by the united efforts of our 


moſt malicious foes: Yam were the treacherous attempts of rebellious 


fellow - citizens: harmleſs the alledged miſconduct of Sovereign or Ser- 


vant: nay pointleſs were the eloquence or influence of the idolaters of 
popular applauſe, if each of theſe did nat acquire peculiar force and 


venom from general miſconduct. They are only the conſtant and re- 
gular ſaperſtructures on the rotten baſis of Impiety. From this unerring 


ſtring is ſent that deadly arrow, which is fo intangled in our ſides; 


that to remove it, will require our utmoſt care and reſolution. For 


grievous are our Offences, and ſhameleſs the Offenders. By the vitiovs 
and lazy of the lower Orders amongſt us; our perſons and properties 
are moleſted. And Fraud, Intemperance and Violence infeſt our pri- 


vate and publick ways, And amongſt thoſe who rank higher in Soci- 


8 ” ety: 


ety ; Diſſipation, contempt of Sacred Ceremonials, uninformed and 
conceited Scepticiſm in Religious Faith: affected Indifference to the in- 
fluence of liberal Example; and ſapreme contempt of domeſtick Satisfac- 
tions; are the faſhionable Manners. And by this prevailing encouragement, 
the ingenuity of Seduction is whetted to contrive gins and ſnares to en- 
trap the unwary by ufurious loans; thoſe cankers of the hopeful buds. 
of Education ; fraudulent temptations of pecuniary profit; and elegant 
reſorts of refined Pleaſures, whoſe doors ſtand ever open for all deſcriptions 
of Society. Who then can wonder at the daily fall of many Families? 
at the multitade of wretches which throng our courts of Juſtice? at the 
repeated Bankruptcies ! ? daring Forgeries; and unwarrantable practice of | 
Defamation and Detraction? The innate fondneſs for our exellent Con- 
ſtitution, which was our boaſt and Glory, is conſiderably endangered by 
ſuch vitious extravagancy ; it's companion, profligacy ; and the intem- 
perance of patty conteſts. I do not mean to compare our preſent Con- 
dition in theſe ſad circumſtances, with any former period. Sufficient 
_ unto our day is the evil ? ref. Neither can it be neceſſary to aggravate. 
the circumſtances of ſo ghaſtly a Situation. But I am perſuaded, that at 
ſuch a criſis: as the preſent, it would ill become me, to qualify thoſe 
errors which are ſo offenſive to the eye of Heaven: or from ill timed 


delicacy, heſitate to ſet chem to your view, 1n their genuine and obnox- 
20us. colours. 


9 


At ie 00 notorious that we are fallen into that hats when 
we can bear neither our Faults nor Remedies. Each order of the 
Community ſhifts the blame upon the other; and neither acknowledges 
the neceſſity of ſelf amendment. Methods employed by Government 
to ſecure Obedience, Peace and Order, are invidioufly maligned as the 
reſult of a premeditated Syſtem of Opreſſion, preparing for us by our 
Rulers, But were this really the caſe; was Deſpotiſm to be zpprehen- 
ded from either Sovereign or Subject; (and this deteſted Plant will ſpring 
equally in either Soil; F all who love our excellent Conſtitution would 
do well to rouze that Britiſh Spirit, which has reflected ſo much honour 
on our Anceſtors, And will, I truſt, be ever ready to exert itſelf, when 
eur invaluable Privitedges are endangered. But except from ſtudied re— 

TR tincinents. 
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finements, or peeviſh ſpeculations, what tokens of ſuch intended miſchief 
can be traced 7 Our natural and 1 1 as are ſecured by the impar- 
in Dh, part of theſe Der 
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laid mines which are to bur upon us s with ſuch latent miſchief ? Muſt 
wie crols the great Atlantic ocean; and ſearch for them amid{t our unhap- - 
pyand deluded colonies in America? It is ſome ſatisfaction, however nar- 
row and unjuſtifable, that the diſtance is ſo great between this ſtorm and 


home. But as they are our fellow fubjedts, to prove their aw Hy would | 
demand our help, and aan upon our ee OT 


But how does it appear that the evil genus of arbitrary power 
has ſet his mark on them? Till they became ſeditious, and aimed 
at democratick deſpotiſm ; their opulence, their trade, their 
numbers multiplyed. Infinite tokens of - a thriving happy people 
were confeſfedly apparent. — And had they but known to value 
them, ſuch at preſent might have been their portion. In their proſperity 
this country ſympathized. In their day of danger our blood and treaſure 
flowed for them unſparingly. Every bleſſing of this Empire enjoyed by 
us, was ſhared with them; as far as local circumſtances and Colonial claims 
could have the leaſt demand. In ſome reſpects they were indulged beyond 
the privileges of the mother country; beeauſe ſcarce any of our heavy in- 
cumbrances of national expence, (a large proportion of which has been 
incurred on their account,) had fallen on their ſhoulders. Whilſt they 
continued alarmed by the deſigns of France; whoſe' power was gradually 
encroaching upon thetr rights; and from apprehenſions of whoſe tyran- 
nick yoke, they wiſhed us to deliver them; (though now perhaps 
their ally,) and as long as their proſperity was not enough advanced to 
awaken the ambition of ſome buſy mal- contents amongſt them: legal 
dependance, duty, compliance even with revenue taxes, the preſent torch 
of civil war; were acquieſced in; and acknowledged ours. But times 
are changed. They find leſs neceſſity for help from hence. We feel 
the proptiety of ſome relief from them. Such equitable expectations in 
the kind of contribution, no novelty amongſt them; in the extent adapted 
| to 
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unjuſt and cruel. Is oppoſed with inſult, outrage, and open. violence. 

And has at length engaged us in our preſent bloody and expenſive 

ſtruggles: of which the bitter conſequences will be entailed upon the 
of this divided. Empire. 


tak een, bo U. un bekeppel en edi Aut of thi 


miſerable and Rue conteſt; > WA eren our  plough- ſhares and 


fork i is the nature of thoſe complaints which renders in their vehement 
language the name of Britiſb Subject, equivalent to that of Turliſd Slave. 
And on this cool and deliberate opinion. of their conduct, it is chari- 


table in this day of general penitence, fincerely to pray for their amend- 
ment as a rebellious, though deluded people. Nor will I fo evade my 
ſenſe. of duty, in àa moment, of ſuch appeal to Heaven; as through 
fear of miſrepreſentatjon ; ; to ſhun the warning of my hearers, againſt 
the various deluſions of many who vindicate their practices. I ba ſubject 


matter of our controverty, is indeed to be regretted; may admit of qualifi- 
cations; is capable of healing applications. And it is our mutual intereſt to 
reſort to them. But conlidered in its fair and full extent, it is the cauſe 


of the whole legiſlature of this Kingdom inſulted, and oppoſed. It is a 
-gueſtion of no leſs a magnitude, than whether a much cheriſhed and de- 


pendant branch of this dominion, thall quietly be ſuffered on inſufficient 


motives to viliſy our long continued generous conduct towards them? 
By arms and open violence to aſſert an unconſtitutional independency 


both civil, and eccleſiaſtical; and even to muvoke the aſſiſtance of that ſame 
hoſtile power, from whoſe arbitrary . and Popiſh government, we 
have expended 0 much blood and treaſure to deliver them? 


That faults may have been incurred on both ſides, is more than pro- 
baſe. I neither would deny it, nor undertake to vindicate all the 
Reps that have Preceded, or been ſubſequent to this pernicious quarrel. 
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It is to be wiſhed that many anqualified to judge; would be pro 
Hortionably reſerved upon the ſubjet. But I may be fully authorized in 
hoping, that as long as God ſees proper to afflict us with ſo ſevere a ſcourge, 
candour, humanity, and mutual moderation may have place amongſt us. 
Exaggerated deſcription of the unavoidable ſeverities of military ope- , 
rations, and perten charges of wanton cruelty and infolent demea- 2 
nour where neither has appeared, is unworthy artifice, and is a cer- 
tain evidence of a weak and deſperate party. So likewiſe to exult in 
diſtreſs or diſappointment er upon either ſide, (further than that ſuch alt, 
events may expedite a laſtmg peace) is an unpleaſant ſymptom of an 2 
inferior underſtanding, and an unfeeling heart. When the parts of the 
human body are reſpectively affected, the whole muſt be proportionably 
hurt. And where the ſeveral portions of the body — are wounded, 
the community muſt ſuffer with them. 
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But 1 will dwell no bene on ſuch ruinous infatuation. All whe 
hear me, however various their ſentiments on this queſtion, (and wiſe, 
honeſt and patriot characters there are, who widely differ on theſe points) 
will ananimoufly join in heavy lamentations on the preſent ſeparation 
and diſtraction of this once profperous and renowned nation. Great vi- 
gour, prudence and temper are neceſſary to recover our former har- 
mony. The want of which may yield us up a prey to our national ene- 
mies. But if to a perſeverance in that alacrity and courage; (which 
always has on former calls for them; as well as on the preſent; done fo 
much credit to our troops and to this country ;) genuine chin charity; 
morals and faith are added; by that univerſal reformation which is be- 

come ſo requiſite; Then may we, agreeably to my 


Third particular, obtain the divine interpoſition i in our favour, for 
which we now have prayed, and which * the righteous only“ are in- 


 Aructed to expect, 
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If we compare thoſe features of impiety which diſgrace and en- 
danger us as a nation, with that ſimilar ſtate of ſin, which ruined as con- 


| iderable Empires as ours: from ſo gloomy a retroſpect, we cannot but 
feel ſenſible apprehenfions of ſimilar: fatal conſequences approaching ; and 


when we throw into the ſcale already preponderating againſt us, the ae- 


cumulated ingratitude with which our iniquities are ſtamped ; propor- 


tionable ſhould be our contrition and repentance. For-what country upon 


the globe, of paſt or Pe. times, has reeewed. mare ſignal bleſſings than 
our highly favoured ſpot? It is here that every natural demand is ſa- 
tisfied, which human life can e for its comfortable ſubſiſtence. And 
as the crown and grace of theſe, chriſtianity indulgent to natural weak 
neſs, diffuſes her kindly influence amongſt us, with little incumbrance - 
of human error, and no compullery arguments of inhuman vehemence; 


and makes its ſole appeal to ſcriptural authority, and our beſt enligbten- 
ed underſtandings. And here likewiſe, well regulated freedom, on the 


one hand, ably guarded frem the grievous: interferance of arbitrary preto- 
gative; and on the other wiſely diſtinguiſhed from wild licentiouſnefs, 
has fixed its choſen reſidence, Seaſons. of danger to each of theſe cæleſ- 


tial treaſures, have-occaſienally. threatened to deprive us of them. But 


the interpoſition of Heaven has as often abetted our glorious ſtruggles in . 


their defence. And hitherto the reſult has been, and. may it prove the 
caſe at preſent ! that their roots have acquired. a firmer hold upon our - 


ſoil, in conſequence of the blaſts. that ſhook them. Theſe aſſertions - 
are cvidenced by-the experience of every foreign-innate or native inhabi- 


tant of this land. The one extolling and almoſt envying our ſingularly - 


happy conſtitution. ; the other fully enjoying at preſent, the multifarious 


advantages reſulting from it; -without. the, leaſt well- grounded jealouſy - 
of interruption, but from the general depravity to be repented of and 
corrected, Let then any one determine whether a return to Virtue is 
not highly incumbent on us? Whether we are not bound to it by every 
ſacred motive of real intereſt,and gratitude ? The Prophet's declaration 
that it ſhall be well with the righteous,” indiſputably implies the 


_ converſe 
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converſe of the propoſition, that it ſhall be“ ill with the wicked.“ 
Solomon, indeed pronounces, ** that all things came alike to all. None 
* knows either the love or hatred (of God) by the things that are 
«© before him.” But what he means to imply by this, is very conſiſtent 
with my text; that tho' God be a ruler perfectly righteous, who moſt 
certainly will diſtribute to his creatures rewards and puniſhments ac- 
_ cording to their deſerts; yet he acts freely in that meaſure, and with 
perfect wiſdom. Therefore now thinks fit to leave the obligations to 
Morality occaſionally more imperfe&, and the motives to it leſs over- 
bearing, than they uight be, or may be in another ate. Nevertheleſs 
they are ſufficient ; eſpecially as he has given us ſatisfying evidence of 
his own moral perfections and nr Mot tho: they do not in this ſtate - 


of trial, fhine forth in N luſtre. 


Thus manifeſt is it in every view of the queſtion, that it ſhall be - 
« well with the righteous,” and © ill with the wicked.” And the - 
amiable character of the former, and. dangerous tendency of the latter, 
are equally apparent. The poſitive evidences of reaſon, fact, and ſcrip- 
ture of a particular and national providence: have been deduced, and 
laid before you : And likewiſe its manifeſt interpoſition in 7avour of the 
good. and penitent ; and in arsfavaur. of the. bad and impenitent, has 
been ſuggeſted to your.memories.- Such arguments and. proofs ſhould - 
awaken us to a due..ſenſe of our errors; of the dangerous precipice on 
which we ſtand : And likewiſe point out to us, that if we proceed in 
the ſame courſe, ruin muſt enſue. Why then do. we require ſuch fre- 
quent, ſuch ſolemn admonitions of ſo neceſſary a change in our behavi- 
our? Every motive is thrown before us that can excite repentance. 
Awful. warnings ; terrible examples; actual ſufferings ; and hopes of 
pardon and protection. Nay the oblation of God's own perfect Son has 
not been ſpared, to inſtruct us in his will, to attone for fin, and to di- - 
rect us to heaven and to happineſs. So that to the powerful call of all 
our. deareſt intereſts, the ſtrongeſt engagement of gratitude is added. 


Can 
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Can we tee with our eyes open, perſevere | in oppoſition to every 


Principle ſo ſacred, and in avowed defiance of ſo many threatening dan- 


gers? Shall we devote our health, our fortunes, and our precious mo— 
ments to intemperance, diſſipation and vanity, regardleſs of our own or 
country's reputation and proſperity ? Shall we as it were in ſport, play with 
the daggers and the death of factious diſcord, for purpoſes of malice or 
ambition? And thus endanger the ex/Fence of the beſt regulated govern- 
ment; the prevalence of a heaven- taught ſyſtem of religion ? Shall our 
publick affluence, gallant ſpirit, political talents, (of which no nation 
can boaſt a larger portion than our own) be turned 'againſt ourſelves ? 
And thoſe things which ſhould have been the materials of publick wel- 
fare, be converted into inſtruments of publick deſtruction ? Such con- 
duct is the compietelt gratification of the wiſhes of our molt inveterate 


enemies; but can never be conſiſtent with that natural deſire of ſelf- 


preſervation and ſecurity, which every ſociety endeavours to provide for. 


Let us retreat then as ſoon as poſſible from thets erroneous paths. - 


Into variety of wretchedneſs have we wandered. It is yet in our power 


to recover our peace with God, and to clear up theſe gloomy proſpects 
which oppreſs our ſpirits. Encouraged by the declaration of my text; 
and inſtructed by paſt and preſent inſtances of the fatal effects of un- 
righteouſneſs ; ; let us ſeek for reconciliation with Heaven and each other 


upon theſe terms; and by theſe methods which bid the faireſt to ob- 


tain, and to perpetuate it; ſuch as mutual forgiveneſs, and ſolicitous at- 
tachment to the welfare of the community at large, together with a 


perſevering obſervance of moral and religious truth, in our publick and 
private demeanour. 
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